The use of GRAFIS in production requires different and, sometimes
new construction technology. First pattern cutting and grading is
combined into one operation. Existing company specific patterns
must be integrated and use of both hardware and software requires
training.

Some of the advantages stated by companies after successful
implementation of GRAFIS are:

e The use of customer specific measurement charts and construc-
tion parameters to adjust designs to customer requirements.

e Reliability in fit due to tested company basic blocks.

o Flexibility in alterations (e.g. after sample fitting) and in
adaptation to manufacturing requirements (e.g. stretch and
shrink).

e Savings in both time and cost because first pattern cutting and
grading are processed by one person.

e Standardisation and transparency of product development due
to systematically documented pattern development.

The conversion to the GRAFIS patternmaking principle requires solid
preparation. Companies confirm higher flexibility and productivity
after having implemented GRAFIS. They rate the use of GRAFIS as an
important advantage in this competitive business.

Due to its low cost GRAFIS offers a soft approach to pattern cutting
on the computer with little risk involved also for small companies
and design studios. A typical GRAFIS workstation consists of a
computer with GRAFIS software and an A4 printer; Ao plotter and
digitizer are optional. Freelance pattern cutting services take on eco-
nomical and flexible pattern development for clothing companies.

Small, highly specialised companies develop production patterns in
Germany. These are then sent per data transfer to offshore factories.
With GRAFIS made-to-measure patterns can be produced. The
powerful features of GRAFIS are especially productive in producing
garments for groups of persons (e.g. corporate clothing for hotels
and federations or theatre costumes).

The application of GRAFIS is usually learned in two basic training
courses of 5 days duration. The textbooks for these courses serve
as supporting teaching material and for further reference after the
courses. Special courses for advanced users are offered for compo-
nent patterns, realisation of made-to-measure pattern cutting and
other application questions. The basic training courses are held in
Viersen at regular intervals. On-site training is also available.

More than 100 schools already use GRAFIS as part of their courses.
These are amongst other the Universities in Berlin, Hamburg and
Ménchengladbach, the AMD Akademie Mode Design and the
Padagogische Akademie in Vienna. Due to the comparatively low
price of PCs, it is possible for educational institutions to equip the
institution with a workstation for each student. This allows for a high
level of practice and makes the application of CAD technology in the
clothing industry a hands on experience.

GRAFIS is under continuous dynamic development in conjunction
with its customers in industry, trade and education. During the
last few years, a number of flexible interactive pattern have been
developed, opening up a new world of 2D pattern development.
Interaction and intuitive application are the driving forces behind
the continuing development of the functionality for style develop-
ment. Made-to-measure patterns generated with a specially
adjusted version of the GRAFIS software are retailed via CD ROM
and/or the internet.
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